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SECRET BOGOTA 4247 

DEPARTMENT FOR S/NM AMBASSADOR VANCE AND ARA, LUERS 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SNAR CO 

SUB J : REVISED INTERNAL GUIDELINES FOR DEA OPERATIONS, COLOMBIA 
REF: 75 BOGOTA 4843 

1 . THOUGH USE OF PHYSICAL ABUSE NOT PART OF MODUS OPERANDI 
GOC CRIMINAL POLICE FORCES, AND DESPITE FACT WE HAVE HAD NO 
SUSTAINABLE COMPLAINTS OF POLICE ABUSE FROM AMCITS ARRESTED 
IN COLOMBIA, I FEEL IT WISE TO INCLUDE IN DEA OPERATIONAL 
GUIDELINES INSTRUCTIONS FOR HANDLING ANY FUTURE SITUATIONS 
IN WHICH US CITIZENS MAY BE SUBJECT TO PHYSICAL ABUSE BY GOC 
POLICE. THIS ADDITION TO THE CURRENT GUIDELINES (REFTEL) 

IN NOW WAY INDICATES LOWERED CONFIDENCE IN DEA-BOGOTA. THE NEW 
GUIDELINE, IN FACT, REFLECTS CURRENT DEA OPERATIONAL PROCEDURES 
HERE. THAT GOC NARECOTICS AGENTS DO NOT RESORT TO PHYSICAL 
METHODS DURING INTERROGATIONS IS DUE IN LARGE MEASURE 
TO THE EXCELLENT PROFESSIONAL EXAMPLE AND TRAINING OFFERED BY 
SAIC GONZALEZ AND HIS AGENTS. IT IS MY AIM TO PROTECT DEA- 
BOGOTA FROM ANY UNJUSTIFIED CRITICISM AND TO ASSURE THAT WE ARE 
INFORMED IMMEDIATELY IF AMERICANS SHOULD IN FUTURE BE SUBJECTED 
TO VIOLATION OF THEIR HUMAN RIGHTS. 

2. THE FOLLOWING PARAGRAPHS ARE ADDED TO THE MAY 1975 DEA 
OPERATIONAL GUIDELINES CONTAINED IN BOGOTA 4843: 
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VIEW, INTERROGATE OR BE PRESENT AT THE INTERROGATION OF AMERICAN 
CITIZENS ARRESTED BY COLOMBIAN AUTHORITIES, NOR WILL THEY 
SERVE AS INTERPRETERS DURING SUCH INTERROGATION, WITHOUT THE 
EXPRESS PRIOR CONSENT OF THE AMBASSADOR. 

B. PARA 9: DEA AGENTS PRESENT WITH CONSENT OF THE AMBASSADOR 
AT INTERROGATIONS OF AMICAN CITIZENS ARRESTED IN COLOMBIA 
WILL IDENTIFY THEMSELVES AS DEA AGENTS AND INFORM THE CITIZEN (S) 
OF HIS OR RIGHTS UNDER US LAW. DEA AGENTS WILL IMMEDIATELY DEPART 
FROM THE INTERROGATION IN A DEFINITIVE MANNER IF PHYSICAL ABUSE 
IS EMPLOYED BY GOC POLICE AGAINST THE AMICAN CITIZEN. DEA 
AGENTS SHOULD CONTINUE THEIR PRACTICE OF DISSUADING GOC POLICE 
FROM RESORTING TO PHYSICAL ABUSE IN THE INTERROGATION OF SUSPECTS. 
IT IS RECOGNIZED THAT DEA AGENTS HAVE NO AUTHORITY TO RESTRAIN 
GOC POLICE OFFICERS. BUT, ALL INCIDENTS OF PHYSICAL ABUSE OF 
AMERICAN CITIZENS THAT COME TO DEA ATTENTION MUST BE REPORTED 
IMMEDIATELY TO THE MISSION OR TO THE NEAREST CONSULATE FOR 
INVESTIGATION. 
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